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.^e Attack on the Hesperian.
i £ V ,'i steamer Hesperian,
I r.g passengers from Liverpool for

m\ «a!, was torpedoed without warning
day morning seventy miles south¬

west of Fastnet Light. The Ameri¬
can Consul at Queenstown report» that

there wir-' on« or two Americans on

board, thus apparently puMing this at¬

tack, so fat as the "United States is con¬

cerned, into the same class as the attack
on the Arabic. The consul's dispatch calls
attention to the fact that the Hesperian
carried a 4.7-inch stem gun. Rut merely
carrying such a gun for defensive pur-
; -, and not having used it to attack
the submarine, wo..M not deprive the liner
of her ricrhts un.it: international law as a

merchantman.
Only six lives were lost on the Hes¬

perian, according to the latest available

report.«. Norn- of the six victims vr«-a

an American. Bot that fortunate circum¬
stance does not, frbm the American point
of vi«ew, relievo the commander of the
German submarine of criminal culpabil-j
It*. Nor can it mitigate the deplorable.
contrast between his lawless conduct and!
the pledges of :i reformation in the
methods of submarine warfare recently
given by his government to the govern¬
ment of the United Stakes.

Writing on September 1 last to Secre¬

tary Lansing, Count von Bernstorff said
that his Instructions from his government
concerning the answer to be made to the

last American communication on the Lusi-
tania case contained this passage: "Liners
will not be sunk by oar submarines with-j
out warning and without safety of the
live» of nnn-conibatar.ts, provided that the j
liner6 do not try to escape or offer resist-.
anee."

This change of policy was decided upon
by the German government, Count von

Hernstorff assured our State Department,:
before the Arabic was torpedoed. The
commander of the submarine which sank!
the Arahu was either ignorant «if the

change of front at Kerlin or he disobeyed
his instructions. The commander of the!
submarine which =ar.k the Hesperian must

have known abr ut the i.ew orders and
cither ncrldcr-'.ally or intentionally disre¬
garded them.
We taxtsi deplore the disastrous discrep¬

ancy between what the government in
Berlin ha- promised to <i" and what its

agents in char»** of submarines actually
do do in its name on the high seas. Acci¬
dent* repeated too often become a pro¬

gramme as w« 1! as a habit. Yet in neither
«he Hesperian nor the A raine ca.-*e would
our government be justified in holding
that the pledge explicitly and publicly
made by the German authorities has been
vitiated by the blunders or insubordina¬
tion of individual naval commanders.
Germany has disavowed the action of

the officer who destri yed the Arabic. She

is bound to disavow the action of the offi¬
cer who birpedeed the Hesperian, unless
later facts put a new face on the incident.
It is in these cases primarily the duty of

the German authorities to demonstrate
their good faith by disciplining agents

««who fail to carry out their instructions.
So long as we accept the assurances of
Count von licrnstorrT at their face value
(and there is no good reason for qi,

ing their sincerity or validity) we -must

rejrard individual deviations from the. new

subn offences against
us than as offences by its o*vn servants

against the dignity, authority and good
name of the German government.

Herlin has even more reason than
Washington has for moving to end this
sorry exhibition of perversity and ineffi¬
ciency in the execution of a progiamme to
which Germany has sn'cmnly pledged her
honor. Blunders like the attacks on the
Arabic and the Hesperian are a humiliat¬
ing reflection on Germany's administra¬
tive competency, even »f they cannot be
held to sully her international good faith.

The Plattsburg Commencement.
In the words of the aged song, we may

,. aay "au revoir but not goodby" to the

^ 1'lattaburg camp. And so may the- indi-
W vidual rook- (why, bless our soul!) vet-
^ eran«, if thty are of a mind to. Within a

day or so the second instalment of busi¬
ness and professional men anxious to put
themselves in trim as defenders of their

country will l-e tenting on the old camp
ground. And next year, General Wood
promises, there i» to follow a s<fl

campa, «some of them for post-graduate
rookies, bachelors of arms, as it were, like
the bronzed J'lattsburgians even now de¬
scending upor our fair city.

"This is a f ne ending for a fine piece ot
work," sari General Wood in his bacca-1
laureate, but he meant a "fine beginning."'
The seco;»«] encampment is to be nearly as!
larga as the first, if present estimates arej
not gross exaggerations, and will contain!
perhaps a hundred of those already tough-
ened and tiair.ed in the rigors of itx pr«-,..-
censor. .Near Chicago will be another]

«amp of the kind, and «»till another, it is

hoped, will have a site on the Pacific <>>ast.
Not even Henry Ford's millions can chcvK

fot a moment the popular ímpetu« airead]
imparted to this movement for ind.
preparedn « -

(,. , raj W «I .'<"-« ' m I '«he pro
!iiratitude of hia country for providing the

lopportui«.ity a* d encouragement the movc-

livient needed. He may or he may not be

|"the most efficient officer tin« United States

Army eve.' hud or ever »Till have," in the
'words of the enthusiastic Dudley Field
Malone. hut his Plattshurg camp and its

progeny should bring him lasting fame as

a military strategist in time of peace.
He has outwitted the pacifists with Con-

at their heels. To-day his popular¬
ity and hif» programme are impregnable.
The Piatt«burg rookies have handsomely

serve«! their purpose. They have adver¬
tised to the whole country the need for
military preparedness aid the obligation
u« der which every able-bodied man labora
to make himself, so far as possible, one to

count on in an emergency. In the mean¬

time the graduates of this mother of

camps will return for the most part to

their civilian pursuit« and prove to their
fellow eitiiena that it is much easier to

turn the sword into the pen or the plough¬
share or the pruning hook or whatever
it i- than to reverse the process.

Lafayette's Birthday.
Labor I'ay falls this year on Lafayette's

birthday. It comes as a ready-made cele¬

bration of an anniversary which fate has
rendered of poignant significance to this
..cloved land of ours. Lafayette, in adding
the weight of his influence and enthusiasm
and serviceable sword to the cause of the
thirteen unprepared, poverty stricken but
bravely struggling colonies, tipped the
scales in favor of French recognition and
co-operation and therefore in favor of
their independence and future might in'
world councils. If Washington was the
fa'her ol his country. Lafayette's relation¬

ship must be that of foster uncle.
Hut it seems the strangest coincidence

in the world that this year especially his
birthday should fall on an American holi¬
day and one on which he need share the
national attention with no other historic
personality. Lafayette was a Frenchman
who strove none the less resolutely for the
freedom of Franee than he did for that of
America. And to-day France is fighting
for her life against an autocracy from
without the same France which con¬

tributed this illustrious son of hers and
later an army and a fleet to enable us to

shake off the tyrant. The situation in

tittle more than a century and a quarter
seems almost exactly reversed.the proud
France of Lafayette's birth, so gracious
in her condescension to those poor, remote,
half-baked colonies, is herself tattered,
wounded, fighting gamely for freedom,
while the colonies, grown to amazing size
and wealth and power, »secure in their
v.vereignty, look on.

Americans who find the memory of La-
.¦¦ obtruding on their holiday con¬

sciousness may ask themselves rather
shamefacedly what Lafayette would think
of this rôle played by tfie nation which he
uni so much to put on its feet. There can

be little doubt of where he would be to day
were he an American.risking his life,
spending his money, distributing his cheer
among the "poilus" in the Argonne as he
did among the t'ontihentals at Valley
¡Forge. What would be his opinion of the
gratitude to France displayed in our

'benevolent neutrality?
Our one consoling thought can be that

everywhere, always, international senti¬
ment has been purely selfish, immeasur¬
ably lower trian that of the individual,
jeven in France in Lafayette's time. La¬

fayette himself fought for American
freedom, us a handful of Americans are

fighting the good fight of France to-day,
bul France cared only to deal n deadly
¡blow at her ancient enemy, (ireat Britain.
Within f. few days the United States es¬

caped by the narrowest margin entering
'the present war as France's ally, but for
reasons that concerned herself, alone.
'Lafayette would have, welcomed her, but
he might have understood and forgiven
,her, too, her decision to remain aloof, a

deciaion which by no stretch of the imagi¬
nât um can be considered other than .-elf¬
ish. For was it not Washington, his hera
and mentor, who made that fa«mous re-

'mark about entangling alliances?
What, however, he probably never could

understand or forgive are the mouthings
of our pcaee-at-any-price patriots who as

individuals make a cult of international
selfishness. To get a true measure of
these countrymen we need only place
beside them in our mind's eye the high-
spirited thoroutrhhred, Lafayette, who
consideied fighting in a good cause his
sacred ««Wuty.
And yet Mr. Bryan would probably term

Lafayette a militarist.

"Stop Before You Crose!"
Pitiless publicity by the Long Island

Railroad, endeavoring to privent grade
crossing accidents, has been tolerably suc-

.ceshful this summer. Wherein other years
the period from June 1 to September 1 has

produced several fatal collisions between
trains and automobiles, there was not one

grade crossing accident to an automobile
[thi« year which resulted fatally. In fact,
|there was only one death resulting from a

grade crossing collision.that to a rider

jof a motorcycle who In July collided with
'the second car of a fast train at DttI
Park.
The "Stop before you cross" warning

which the company has Bpread BO liberally
along its routes and in the new-papers

¡has had its effect. Nevertheless, the pub-
!lic has proved that it has not yet acquired
the habit of stopping, for in the thr»'e
months of hea\ there are rec¬

ords of at least seventy-five cases where
chauffeurs, riders of motorcycle.«, and
drivers of vehicles have disregarded ÜMM
warnings, driving into gate- lowi¦.

t the public from approaching
trains.
Thi* is intolerable recklessness, or CaVTaVj

I'*s.*neri3, which is almost as bad. The
railroad company can co-operate with any
sane, careful driver to eliminate danger
a' the crossings. But it cannot protect
.he reckless, devil-may-care joy rid«'r. or.

1, from the results of his own heod-
folly. Only the "Stop before

you cross" habit thoroughly acquired by
every driver of every vehicle will abolish
«¡anger so long as the grade crossing! re¬

main. The drivers must do their part in

protecting themselves, and it is a '.imple
part.

The Septuagenarian Fighter.
Those who consider their years have

relieved them of the moral obligation
to defend their country in time of war

shoiilii not feel too content in their immu¬

nity. There are men in the sixties prepar¬
ing themselves for eventualities at Platts¬
burg, t<> say nothing of those at this age

fighting on every front in Europe .as offi¬
cer* of long standing, to be sure. Very
lately a Scottish paper has alluded to the
remarkable «ase of Colonel Sir Robert
Cranston, of the Royal Scots, who at sev¬

enty-two commands a battalion of his
regiment and has serving under him both
a son and a grandson.
cf course, no one expects the septua¬

genarians, broken and spent in tho pur¬
suits of peace, to flock to the standard as

volunteers. Having abused their consti¬
tutions in the deadly routine of civil life,
having stuck devotedly to their cult of

peace with commerce, they are really worn

oui before their time and unfit even for,
the last reserve. Sir Robert, on the other
hand, though a merchant and a volunteer,
has all his life been a citizen soldier and
an enthusiastic one. He shook n«> puffy-
cheeks in ominous disappro\al when the
sabre rattled, but instead performed his
militia duties faithfully and maintained
himself in physical readiness for the call;
so that at seventy-two, beyond the al¬
lotted span of threescore years and ten,
he is still an active, sturdy, useful citizen,
a joy unto himself and a source of pride
to his community.

There are worse things than military
enthusiasm, and one is the civilian soft-,
ness that pacifism encourages, leading
comparatively early to that constant bat¬
tle with*, one's degenerating vital organs
which can only end in defeat. Many an

old man dieting peacefully at home must

envy Sir Robert, sharing all the hard¬
ships and dangers of trench warfare,
too healthy and busy to remember that
his days are few. The battlefield has more

than one remedy for old age.

.;. rn n) Snv« Aim I» to I.lve and ]>t Live

That must be why the He»perian didn't
»ink.

-'-

Our Plattsburg graduate« may now pro¬
ceed to the Texas border.

Must I'ight to Keep Rrlde. Headline.
Militaristic matrimony.

Walter Emanuel.
.fa«M heater Omermuw

Walter Kmnnuel wrote the "Charivari"
page in "Punch" for fifteen years an ap¬
palling undertaking, which he carrier! through
probably better than any other humorist
of the time could have done. It gave him the
right place for hi» immensely alert, hard,
«harp, sudden wit, which made one think
somehow of »park» from flints, and it was

like that, too, in the way it could go on

indefinitely 'and never wear out. His mind
was aiwr.y« open and prehensile for new

«nil ¡cet matter for jokes. ! remember walk¬
ing with him in Paris, and how he noticed
"à has" or somebody or other in a news hill,
and how he turned it over and over in hi»
mind until at last with a relieved smile hr
«g d he hoped that the Khedive of Egypt
would some day he unpopular and come to
Paris, for then the people would shout "A
bus Abbas!" The incident was typical of the
organized nature of modern jesting. A good
example of his jokes was hi» "Pog World
and Anti Cat Review," «he publication of
which he justified with the remark that
«very section of society had It» journal
"There are even flypapers." It i» difficult
!to remember the thousand thing« he »aid
and wrote that in their time made Wpst Lon¬
don roar. Mr. "Punch" will he much the
poorer, especially as "A. A. M." i» now In
the army, but he ha« «till on the staff the
author of that famou» "if" "If the 'Paily
Minor' reflected!"

"What Is To Be Praised."
To the Editor of The Trir-une.

Sir: Your editorial, "What Is To Be
Praised," in this morning's issue deserves
th? thoughtful consideration and hearty ap¬
proval of all. The difficulties confronting
"iir President greater than any heretofore
thrust upon any man) should be paramount
in our thoughts, and blame or praise should

in to his chosen and trusted adviser*
Some men cannot see through a millstone
with a hole in it, and our late not deceased.
but dead) Secretary of State utterly fai'e.i
and a lamentable state of affair» resulted,
but »ince the present incumbent of that of
fice has had the helm our »hip of «täte ha*
been weathering the storm, and i» likely to
come through unharmed and with glory fur
all in charge.
Take the Vienna note. Any schoolboy

could unilerstand that document and "he who
runs may read" would aptly apply to it, for it

¦it a diplomatic note, but a document in
good plain Knglish.

If (¡ermany Is reversing her policy of de-
nance (which I very much doubt) 1 attribute
it to two reaton». First, knowledge that the
I'nited State« intends to take a fall out of
her without further ado if another American
life is lost through her act; second, »he see»
the loas of her trade, with poverty »taring
her in the face, unless she can secure a

peace on some term» in the near future.
"Minie in Germany" will be a byword and a

Bg »oon, for it means cheap labor a

curse to mankind. I am glad to »ee labor
getting something of it» own, even if it be
at the expense of misguided brothers.

Brooklyn. Aug. 81, 1P15. G. «'. THOMAS.

Pro-Villard.
To the Kditcr of The Tribune.

Just* because Mr. Villard happen« to
be more of a patriot than a fortune seeker
you and »one other jingoe» ("»entiments fair
Ij commonly »hared by Americans") ri»e to
de a lot of talking about "iron cro»»es," etc
If more newspaper editor« were more anxious
to preserve an honorable peace than they
arc to circulate their taper» this countrv
could boast a more representative pre»» than

I | can now. If you print this at all »hall
you caption it "German Sympathiier Ri«e«
to Vote Nn"? I am pro-A!ly, pro-peace with
11. nor, but not propres« made war.

BF.ATRIX ARNOLD.
N«w York, Sept. 2, 1915.

WALSH S REPORT

It Should nt Least Stimulate

Thought on Industrial Ills.

To the Frlitnr of The Tribune.
Sit: tine r» all of Walsh's report, it I«

hoped, «rill be t" moke the hlond cirrulnte in

Bla-fffiat) cerehra. If hi« report doe«, not hit
the economic nriil «ijuaroly on the head pi>r

hap« some of OUT bright logicians will he in

spired to »o!ve the problem which ha» baffb'd
Tolstoy, I'roudhon, Ru«kin, Luther. Karl
Mart, Henry George, Bernard Shaw, Gilbert
(he«terton. Pirn Jone», Brand Whitlock and
William flame».
Many good men and truo have wondered

why the (»olden Rule i» apparently imprsc
ticable They h.-ive reflected once m a while
upon thi« enigma and once in a while have
given it up. But logical aeumen is g gift of
the god». So rare 1» real maoniag ability
that there |l a »trong presumption Christ
alone possessed it. Since hi« »imple phi¬
losophy wa« first presented to a sorrowful
but scornful and skeptical world teacher» and
prenrher» innumerable have appeared who
have tried to improve upon truth; have
striven to expand the most »imple, funda
mi nial and irrefutable religion of the
humanities bj filling book after book with
improved and untenable théorie«.

It isn't necessary to accuse the write,»
and preacher; of various cult», times anil
nations of prostitution. They stand self-con
dunned, self-pilloried; not able to answer

correctly the question» of a young child. The
net result of all their sincere and insincere
efforts la sn economic situstion such ss a

government commissioner describes in this
country and in Europe a »ickening, heart¬
rending, objectless, wholesale game of mur¬

der.
To the person of vision there is an ob¬

vious chain of cause and effect. To the ma¬

terialist all fi dark, and so long as his back¬
ward tending character posMBBM its present
domination, so long must the world suffer.'
The way out will be hard indeed unies«1

those who bave a spark of idealism believe
enough in the Golden Rule to experiment
with it fan .their idealism into a flame and

actively engage in the righteom work of
eliminating governmental injustice. Logic,
not Walsh, must direct. Fearlessly to follow-
where logic leads will bring the genuine pa¬

triot straight to the Federal government,
the original and only possible source of uni¬

versal injustice. FRANKLIN HOPKINS.
New York, Aug. 30, 1915.

Our Fairness Commended.
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: It is gratifying to know that we hare

at least one metropolitan newspaper big and

broad enough to cast aside political affilia¬
tions and treat political questions purely
from a fair and meritorious standpoint. I

have been reading regularly of late The Trib¬

une, and I find as much satisfaction, In¬

deed if not more, in the editorial expres¬

sions and policy as In .any other feature of

your old and well established paper.
To my mind It is an indication of better

thing« ahead, when a paper which has been

aliened with one of the other leading po¬
litical parties realizes its responsibility and
duty to the country sufficiently strongly to

lay aside parties and treat public questions
and public matters strictly on a basis of fair¬
ness and having in mind the absolute best

interests of our citizens. I have heard old
readers of The Tribune say of latí- that The
1 ribune of to-day is not what It was in ear¬

lier day», and without predicating my state¬

ment on the basis that it was more of a

partisan paper in iti early struggles and

prosperity than it is to-day, the fact stands
out prominently in my mind that it has risen
sbotra parties and can »eo good in any politi¬
cal organization 1f it has any, and bad if it

' and this bold and fearless policy I»

certainly to be commended by the liberal,
the right thinking, wh are more interested
in the best possibla government than the suc¬

cessif any particular political organization.
There is a crying demand all over our

country to purify municipal politics. We

hear it every day that there should be no

rolitics in the management of city affairs,
but most of those who so express them

lelrei 'take little or no interest in further¬
ing the movement; it stops with the mere

expressioa of opinion. In the end we must

look to the newspaper to effect these re¬

forms. They are the moulders <*I public
opinion; they weigh well their opinions and

expressions and they serve us in a public
way that the individual cannot do. A well

poised newspaper, conservative and fsir, can

right more wrongs than all the public speak¬
ers that can be assembled on the platform.

A. (i. DAWSON,
Buffalo, N. Y., Sept. S, 1915,

"In Splendid Isolation." ,
To the Editor of The Tribuns.

Sir: If Germany should win this war

which is inconceivable the world would go

back to feudali»m. No countries realize thi»

quite so acutely as England and America,
which stand for all that is highest and no-

bleal in civilization. It is just as much
America's duty as England's to put down the
monstrous outbreak «if insanity that I» dev¬
astating Europe, and which, if not checked,
will eventually spread all over the world.
England saw her duty and unhesitatingly

faced it. America saw her duty and shirked
it. The result will be that when this war

is ended America will stand in splendid iso¬
lation without a friend in the world. Her
coffers will be bulging- with gold and the
countries that need gold will either have to

borrow some of it or take it. Which of the
courses will be adopted w-ill depend upon
whether America is as powerful as »he is
rich.

If it had not been for the chronic short¬
sightedness of America this country and
England would have had an open alliance
for defence yeais ago, and if this alliance
had existed there would be no war raging in
Europe to-day, and Belgium would not have
been violated. If Anu-nca's protest had gone
with England'», Germany would have stood
si.11. Evan at this late day if America
would act up to her ideals the light of san¬

ity might illumine German Kultur.
I HE COMMON GOOD.

Port Jefferson, Long Island, Aug. 81, 1915.

Peace Without Honor.
To «he Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: In a recent editorial, entitled "What
1« T.i Ba Praised* you make the following
statement: "Such a solution will meet the
approval of the enormous majority of hi»
fellow countrymen, who have not the smallest
taira to s«e this country enter the Euro¬
pean conflict" In other words, the editor
of The Tribune believes that the enormous
majority of our fellow countrymen have not
the smallest desire to »ee our country enter
the greatest i ght for human liberties and
civilization the world has ever seen, even

though the dend face-« of our murdered
women snd children hauntingly appeal to us

to do so. If The Tribune's estimate of the
character of the enormous majority of our

countrymen is correct, then let the wee

minority still cherishing a »park of the one

time American »pint salute our erstwhile
countryman. Henry Jame», and prepare to
follow his example. Have the proud words,
"The land of the free and the home of the
brave," become an idle mockery*

A. 8. DAGGY.
Norwalk, Conn., Sept. 1, HH5.

BACK TO THE ARK.

"Eut the (love found no rest for the sole of her foot."- (Geiuxis. viii, 9»)

OUR DIPLOMATIC "VICTORY
»

Germany Respects Not Us, but t
Pressure in Europe.

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sit: Your editorial page ever since

sink g of the Lttaitania ha» been a lead

light to many of us, and I now appeal to ;
to give space to a timely protest.

It is traite obvious that whatever cone

»ions Germany may decide to make us in

»ubmarine policy, they will reflect but srr

credit upon the I'nited States a» a wo

power. Germaay'i contempt for our unp

paredne-s liai recorded for all time. And

will astonish many patriotic Vankees if

Kaiser's forthcoming "submission" alrei

jubilantly hailed by many New York ne>

papers) is not found to have a string
tached to it. Even If the Kaiser seeks

humiliating counter concessions, we wot

have not our own miserable weakness, but t

strong arms of the Allies to thank. Only I

cause the central empires are at war w

half the white men of the earth «lo they n.

court the favor of a comparatively harml«
government.
How hateful to forward looking America

the ie.st week has been to see their fell«

countrymen tremulously waiting upon t

Kaiser's pleasure!
Germany has impost d net will to the la

And a Yankee hardly dares to crosi the Gre
Pond. Hi cause of political pressure in Kai
em Europe the murderer« of mir eitizeni m
modify their policy of frightfulness. And, 1
there is rejoicing in all the land over a "vl

tory"!
The only victory, as The Tribune tr

morning finely expresse» it, is our belated «1
ci»ion to substitute action for ineffectu
word«.
For one, I am unconvinced that even nc

Germany intend« to grant our demands
no hair trigger ultimatum i« penned at tl
White HottM
For one, I must feel that any favor g

from Potsdam is unworthy of the rejoicii
of the sons of Concord and Gettysburg. Oi

place, even a year ago, was in the trench.
with the defenders of human freedom, Unt
thi» terrible war I believed in treaties,
non-resistance and in peace ALMOST at ar

price. )
There i» a percentage of fools and cowarc

in all nations, persons who cling to pea«
even at the expense of honor. That percen
age is liable to be high in lands remove

from visible aggression, such as Americ
Hete we allow free speech to be fashione
openly by the lackeys of foreign rulers into
weapon against our institutions and ou

cherished liberties. And in every nation:
crisis the voices of the hyphenated propi
gandist, of impractical dreamers and of ignc
ranee and cowurdice threaten to ovei

whelm us. .

How long shall our great people be so per
ilously naiver .F. h.

Soabright, N. J., Aug. SI, IMS.

We Emulate the Krupps.
To the Editor of The Tribuno.
VSir: How can an editor of a respectabl
newspaper be guilty of such inconsistency a

it found in the editorial of this morning*
Tribune, when you say that the -"German

have curiously failed to recognize the Amcri
can habit of mind which places human lifi
above property interests"?

If it nut our interest in money that makei
us supply the Allies with war materials? An
we no' in tin- Mfj ,. po i( ,'i t. the formant
and Ausiro-Hunçrarinns a. Charles lieckei
was to Herman BoaeathalT Becker did noi
do the killing, bat he famished the material«
that killed. . H. JOHAN80N.

t, ßroeklya, Sept. :i, p.m 5.

Much Goods in Little Warehouse?,
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: No doubt you have noticed various
»tatements made concerning a number of
American importer« having paid million» of
dollars fur ("-rtnan good» said to be held in
the port of Rotterdam. As un ordinary busi-
ne»s man. doing bu»ine»s in many parts of
the world, I lind that no banker will pay for
good» anywhere until he ha» in hi» possession
bills of lading signed by the captain of the
steamer who has the goods on board. The
terms of "usance" of com -e that is a matter
of agreement.

»Now, if these goods are detained in fi\t port

of Rotterdam, no bills of lading could have
been issued and no money could bave been

paid. Hence, tha statements originating from
the Middle Wei I about their having paid mill-
ens of dollars for goods now held in the port
of Rotterdam cannot be correct. Further-
nitre, the port of Rotterdam has v«ry little
ararehouae room; tha goods coming from Ger¬
many either come down the Rhine or canals
and are transferred from the lighters direct
to the steamers. They are never put in
warehouses. No doubt many of your readers
have been in the port of Rotterdam as well as

the writer, and know these remarks are per¬
fectly correct.

I inclose my card to prave my identity, but
for the purpose of this letter I simply sign
myself W. N.
New York, Sept. 2, 1915.

"Unbelievable Pusillanimity."
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: With what remorseful feelings must

we now be filled who. recognize in tbe«e signs
of an abandonment of hideous murder by the
barbarous Teutons that the great primary
human rules have been true all the time and
thai had we not on each occasion by some
affirmative act or speech discounted before-!
band the effect of our remonstrances nol
single life would have been lost on the Lusi-;
tania, the Gulflight, the Arabic or othcj
vessels.
Should we not bow our heads In bitter'

shame at our lack of faith in the right and,
at onr unwillingness of spirit to back our

words with actual intent of deeds, when now

we lee that when we were once really re-

silvel the maniacal barbarians become ordi¬
nary human beings, subservient to human
ru!'-.- ?
The dead women and children are all

every one of them chargeable to the account
of our unbelievable pusillanimity. They have
paid the price of being citizens of a coward-1
ly country. All that will now take place
could beyond peradventure have been assured'
from the outset had we not shown the white
feather in connection with every remon¬

strance, whereby each was known to bei
words, words, words! This time we used no!
"words," but privately told them we "meant'
it" and behold! '

Oh, sickening and pitiable episode in the
history of the I'nited «States!

Eternal shame be upon us all and upon
those who should have led us!

CHARLES STEWART DAVISON.
New York, Aug. 2r>, 1915.

A Distinction Between Loyalties.
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: In regard to your editorial of to-day,
there never was any crisis with Germany or

any other country which the newspapers did
not "stir up."
We are not all back of Mr. Wilson. We are

all back of our President and we all admire
1 i«- stand, even though through experience or

through party ara can never stand with him
when he is not head of state. Even though
some of us think he shows a wofu! l-.c» of
knowledge of labor, we will all back our
l'te- dent. But not all Mr. Wilson, even

though we realize the trial» he may have
bien through.
We may ha democratic, but just because we

are loyal to the President don't presume to
tete us as political Democrat.«..

h. P. Cl'SHMAN.
New York, Sept. 2, 1915.

A Compliment.
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Tha soariaf of The Tribune above
the mean level of partisan politics In these
months of our country's peril la the most
commendable journalism that America has
kt own in all the years I hav« beei. reading
newspapers.

Its tone has been on a par with that of
the President himself.

Perhaps the writer's appreciation may be
better realized if I add that I am a Demo¬
crat by conviction and by an inheritance
which taught taught mc Th» Tribune was tha
chief light of the opposition.

F. S. FRIGHT.
Washington, Sept. 3, 1916.

An Explanation.
To the Editor of The Tribuna.

Sir Germany lives to fight, while other
nations fight to live. In thi» statement we
have an explanation for the German inge¬
nuity at which we all nia'v. 1

'THEODORE MICHEL.
Hiuokiyn, Sspt. 3, 1916.

OUR LIKENESS TO ENGLAND

This Country as Unprepared for
War and Unsuspicious as She W.is.

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: It seem» to have become the almost

universal practice in this country, since the
Great War started, to rail at England's part
in it. On every hand one hears »cornful re¬

mark« about the trouble that the government
is supposed to be having in getting men to

join the ermy. "England expect» ssrory
Frenchman to do his duty!" i» the glib and
thoughtless gibe of the man in the street.
An attitude of exasperation is also current

«.hagrin that England should permit the <.er-

mans to sink .-hips, and thereby endanger
our peace and comfort. "Why don't the
lish do something?" Is the hackneyed ques¬
tion put by the inconsiderate. "England can't
even protect her own «hipe!" «aid a substan¬
tial citizen to me the other day.

It seems little »hort of miraculous to me

that people have not happened upon the
best ansWT to tbese questions. It i» that
the English are like us, cr at least like the

Anglo-Saxon part of our population. Did it

never occur to some of these harsh
of the laxity of Priti-h methods that w«

Americans are watching powder and ammu¬

nition factories blow up all around u», with¬
out once lotting our suspicions wander in a

certain direction? We accuse the Briton* of
b"ing over complacent. Is it not p>
that the t ni.ij eouta when ..bservers will
say of us Americans, "Why didn't they do
something?"

I do not think that England i« having near¬

ly so hard a time getting recruits ai

generally supposed. Put even if the worst
were true, we ought to condone it, partially
at least, in the light of our own history.
In the War of 1812, which i» supposed to have
aroused a fair amount of war fever in our

country, a body of United State» troops
marched to the Canadian border and then
refused' to go further on the ground that
they hpd not enlisted to leave the country!
The draft riots in New York and ola«
during the Civil Wur caused all Eur
think that the North was not in the war

whole hoartedly! And yet in both of the»e
case» Americans were not totally craven; no
more »o than the Hritish people are to-day.

If England is not putting her whole
strength into this war, many of us who ad¬
mire her are greatly mistaken. We think
that »he is contributing her share in
this world from a fate almost as bad a« de¬
struction itself. If she baa made mistake»
it is hardly for the Unite I stand
by and jeer! For if any country would have

[to learn the art of war by blunders and bad
¡beginnings, that country is our own. té»
icause Anglo-Saxons believe in individual *ree-

¡dom, America and England are peopled *ith

¡a race that is accustomed to "blundering
through." Shall we nave anything bal *'fl*>
pathy for our less awkward fellow blunr
jdeier when the minions of a nation that
plans everything with minute pri. tioi »rs

up in arras aj-auist her?
rtEDERIl "V

Hertford. Conn., Aug. 31, It» 15.

No Grounding.
To the Editjr of The Tribune.

Sir: In Sunday's Tribune appeared a new»

item purporting to describe the experience of
the Cimbria, the committee boat for th«
..'?»tTiaica Hay celebration on Saturday l»»*-
The article stated that the boat
on a aaadbar and »o remained for several
hour», to ike chagrin and terror of the etSW
'brants aboard her.

I am writing to ask that The Tribune eon*

tradict this story. No untoward event, OÍ this
or any other kind, marred the celebration.
The Cimbria proceeded to bar allotted P°*

¡»ition in the completed channel and anchored.
A highly intt resting programme of exercise*
¡was carried < ut without a hitch of any »ort*
The schedule», boat ran* »ore iun and the
prizes awarded. After the celebration a »top
was made tt Seaside to land some of the
guests who wished to return by rail, and th»
Cimbria witii the remainder returned to the
Pattery in schedule time.
You have lien generous heretofore in year

editorial support of the Jamaica Hay project,
and it is the earirest hope of it» advocate»
that you will take an early opportunity fb
contradict this »tory, which may be used ¦¦

an effort to discredit an improvement »hieb
promises so well for the welfare of Brooklyn
and Queen*. m I'. «.UEVALIER.

Brooklyn, Sept. 1, 191». ^


